PE lessons suffer after éharges

Aschool has been hic with a five-fold hike in
charges to we a park for PE lewoit in a sting
which could leave them with no alematve
e,

St Stephen's Junior School has paid
Richmond vpon Thames Counal £450-a-
term for more than 18 years o hold games
lessons on nearby Moormead Park. Mow, it
weatis 2 400-a-term.

Acting headteacher Jo Cheadle-Manuta said:
“We are being penalised on all frons - we
only have a small playground and no grassy

our games activides po fulfil the requirements
aof the national comicolm.”

The school in Winchester Foad, St

. now Bces an anmial bill of more
than £7.000 for Geilities which it agrues most
other schools have no rieed o pay for.

In addition, the school chim the park & not
kept fit for use by its seven-zo-11-year-olds,
with at least three pupils each week coming
back covered in dog excrement. Seff have ako
reported problems with teenagers drinking
aleohol and disnarbing lessons held in the park.

Parent povernot Alson Tamgett said: "The

area, o0 need to wie outdoos gresn space for all
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school believes parents are already paying for
the me of the park with their coundl e

M Cheadle-Marmuta added: “The council
say the charge is for painting lines on the
foatball pitch, bat people aren't charged to
wlke cheir dogs there or sit with penies”

A council spokesman said: “The deparment
is invesdgating the schools concem for the
charpes over Moomesd Park.

“Pirch charges have only been increased in

“The council is committed to eocouraging
children to tse our parks for sports,

y can’t kids
play for free?

_S:ir = Lopks like Richmond council is
wtroducing yet another random increase in

chirges.

They want to charge St Stephen's School
£7.200 per year 1o phy foothall and gAmes
on Moonnead Park (previowly 1,350 per

year).

Here's an idea - why not ler the

 school wse this public space withour ch rpre?
100 ange?
5t fitephen's School does not bave its gwn
playing field and jt's playground it adjacent

to the A3lg
emissions,

and hence full of oy

. Why net use the revenue from the
increised CPZ charges linked to CO
emisiions 1o subsidise the mainenance a.t'th:
£oal pasts and paint the white lines at

Moomeadr

There should not be 3 charge for children
o run around in (marginally) fresher air

during Fames
sowhere clic to go,

lessons when they have

Cynthis Lanson

5t Margaret's




